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CLl ,A I r l f - ( i IL l l : j  (  ) t y t ' i  I t , l ' t . J t  f i ; ' I ' tL tL , l l , t ' f I t  C I tN ' i [ IRy  {N
I ' A I i I S .

HL)  g i l r i  l s  i t  upp t , i u ' s  i u  [ ' t i i i s  i n  t l r c r  1 : l t , h  L i { ) i t t r i r y ,  l \ { .
i , , : s l , i i t i t , . i . r , i r r  l i i s  l i r t l r i r j L r t t t i , , i r  1 o  I : l i t , t u r c  1 3 o i l e ; u r ' . s  L i t , r e

dc : :  ' l I t : l j r , r ' ; r ,  t l t , i y r r t s  1 , i  " , 1  r t r ; i i i { r i l t r t i p l t  o l ' i l r j i y i c l t r i L l s  h :Lv iug
the  t ' i gh t  t t ,  f l , t ' l ' \ ;  o i r : u t  i t r c l L r s t r " i t r i  i r i - ' o f r t ss iu r t ,  composec l  o f
l l l [ 1s t i , l ' s .  r ' i l lC1 , . ,  . : l t iC1  l r 11 r r ' , : r t 1 i a {_ , ; - .  i i l r ( l  [ 6p1 t l  L r r .  o : r l h  i ,O  gbSeryc ,
l he  l l l r ' . i ( ' f i l t , , i l  i , . : , t : , t r j : r i i r t r r : . ,  . 1 i , . 1  t o  I . +  r r1 i , . . i  t h r - ,  i L t t f l r g r i t . ' f  o f  t he
Ju r t : s  i r i  t he i l  r - t r I e l v i r ; o t . i '  f  r r n i : t i o r r s . "  Th r r  g i l r l s  i r r  c l ocu lnen ts
o l ' 1 l t c ' , i t t t e  : L i ' , .  t ' l t l l t t l  so ; t t ' 1 , l r 1 i  l 11sg l . \ -  r ' t t t . 1 to l ' r r  t , i r t l - g ,  t ' . t l t , l . t s  i . t :
t t t r t i i ,  i ' .  ) ) t r " t ' i ,  t  ,  (  t ) t ) i  i t ) t t )  , i i ,  n t : i  i . r , .  : / h ; l r l L , .  : t i t d  l ess  co r rec i l y
r , l t . t t r . i l i  t ) r '  ( . ( ) r l , ' ( : i ' ; ( . '  ' l , h '  g i l t i  \ \ , . : : r  [ r  ( ' r i ' t ' e ss  1o  r vh i c ] r  t he
I t ,o t ' l< i l t i r i r  I ' t r i l ier l  i r  ur l  I r , , r ln  u ' l r i r t f r  ] re  l - rc ' i r t  r ; l l  ls l ta i la i t ts  in  i l re
foni . r  , ,1 '  l 'e i i t l l l  l r i r r l r ;  * i '  i ' . i '1 , ig l  t l . l i ( l r ,  c . )nt l - r r . ,1  i , rors.  I ts  p l imnr) ,
f u t r c i i o t ' r  \ v : r s :  l o  s :LLe {u i t r ' , . i  l l t r  l i g l r i s  r t f  l a l t o r ,  t r t : . r r . r 1 ,  pe r i oc l
none  too  s ta l , l e .  i L r r t i  i r r  l i r r - '  co r i r l r l i r _ .a led  soc ia l  ( ) r ga l i i za t i ou  o f
t i re  la l  p l  l { ic lc i le  Ages.  dt ,c i t le t i l l '  D lecal io i . rs .  Pr . iv i leges hacl
to bc '  I 'o t rg; l . t t  I 'or"  urr t l  l . r 'es l l t l  f r r r r r r  1 ,he or ,er lor- t i  o [ '  Lhe com-
mun i f1 , .  L r r , h r - t  l r i r r r i  o l  u , l r k ' .  l r r r r l  t  t l c f i n i t . t ' r eg r r l i t t i on ,  t hou rgh
st i l l  in  i ts  1-r i 'q1<gf  i iy i i 'ns ont ' r . r ,us.  \ \ ' l : i  l r re i i r l r ' : r  i r le  to a haphazarc l
s 1 ' s t c t t t  o i ' ' t l u l L f  i t , t r . ' s t r l i . i  t , , : l  r - r r r l v  t o  [ ] i l  s a r r i i , t r o r . r ' a p a c i t y  o f
cot t t . t t ,  ! ' i r rg  o l  l r is l i , l t .  [ , ' , r i l igr r  l ; r l to ler . .s  r r r r t l  ineLchnnts. ,  t< lo,
t i . r t :  r ' u r l i ' on  €c r ) i r { r n i i c  r  i s i o i r  c f  t l r t , i l i ' r ' i , . r t l  po in t cd  ou t  as  hos t i l e
to the u ' t ' l l -be in i l  Lr f  i i ' , . . .11 i , - .q ' i l t l ,  l r r r t l  so exelus ion hv legis lat ion
i s  un  i r nPo i ' 1 :L r i l  r r l t i c l e  i n  i { s  "  f r i r - t ' i j l n  i t o l i c1 , . "  Aga i r i s t
ent t t r r ies l ' i th in i i r t  i l  , - , r ' i t  r ' ; rn l is  Lr  sh:r l i r  g t r l t i : r1  l rar l  tu  be main-
ta iuecl ;  ignor"aut  l t iact i t i , - ruefs { ) t '  i r  su l re l f l r r i t .v  of  lpprent ices
mighf  s l ' . r l l1 . '  r1 i t l r . . . rge t l r i '  g i l r i 's  ler i r r i t ; r1 . i r ,n  for  u 'o l l r  r i ,h ich was
"g t to t l  l t r r r l  l o . r , a l . "  ' f l r e  r , r ' . ' ; au i z r r t i r . r u  o l  t l r c  l l i l h  ceu tu ry  g i l d
seems  to  l i n r i  i i s  r i r o { i r - es  i r i  t l r t r  r [ , , s i r : c  t o  cs t r rb l i sh  : l  r ] e f i n i t e
a u c l  f i t ' n t  l ' r , t r l l ' ' ; l  r r l r . r j ' i l r r ' ; r i r ' 1 i r ' r ' . : r t r r l  t o  t ' s t a l - , l i s h ,  s o  f a r  u s
c t t s l o t i r  : , . r r r l  I . : r r i  r r , r l r l r l  s i r nc i i t t r t  i 1 .  l i  n r ( r r ro l t o l 11  1 l y6 , y1 '  l l t e  t : om-
trrocli l . i t 's i; r 'oti u cerl.

' f l r e  i j  l l qs i i on  o f  t h r r  l r r r l i t i r : u i  s i g r r i { i c : r uce  o f  t he  g i l c l  m ly
be  se I  i r s i r l e : , r t  t l i e  s l r i l t .  i 1  l r r Ls  l ] r , ( l t  i l  r l i l f e l ence r  o f  op in ion

r ' f h l o11g l1eu i -  t h i s  1 ra I r ' r '  i  sh l L i l  l l a l s l t t . e  t he  F le r r ch  wo l r i  n r6 t i e r  by
l l te t lot  r .  r , rs l ra l  l 'o lc l  . r / i / r l  l rh, ' t r  i i  i  e fc l r r  t , r  l ,he olg l . rn izat ion ancl  not  the
c laf  L.



rFagniez: Documents relatifs i l'Histoire de I'Industrie, etc' Intro' and their

-t-

which came firsl,, the gild 01' the commune, alld whetller there
\ rzls a causal relationship betrveen the two. The fact is that
most  o f  the  g i lds -as  o lgan iza t ious-had no  po l i t i ca l  share  i t t
sucl'r activities as elections. The gild was not the cause of the
commune; the communc did not or iginate the gi ld.  i \ [ .  Fagniez'
has said "Le mouvement communal ne fut pour rien dans cette
6mancipat ion de la classe onvridre; 6l le 6tai t  termin6e ql land i l
commenga." I t  is interest ing to note, however,  the prominence
rn'hich, rlnder the eild r6gime, certaiit bort.t'91eois aud traclesmen
attain. For example, the provost of the lvatertnen of Paris
came to rival in polver the king's provost of Paris.

I t  is outside the province of t i r is paper to cl isct tss the some-
vvhat vexed quest ion of the or igin of the gi ld.  Various theories
have been vigorously c.hampionecl,  and a mere mention of them
with a few facts as to the early al tpearance of the gi lds lv i l i

suffice. One theorl' maintains a snrvival from t,he Roman Col-
l,ege, a,nother as trn analogue to the Germanic gttilrl, and the
third as an organizat ion under the cl i rect ion of the feudal lord.

It is curious to note how in 1725 M. F6libi6n in his "Histoire de
Ia Ville de Paris," misinterpreted tl-re origin of the Liure des
Mdtiers on the basiS of this latter theorv, attributing too much
of tlre slorv clevelopment o an orclutisnz to the shaping hand of
Boi leau. He says: "E. B. r"a,ngea tous les marchands et les
artisans en differens corps cle communaulez, sous le titre de

confrairies. Ce llut le premier Er'i l,eu,t' d,ressa des Statuts,
qu'il flt ensuite approuver datts une assembl6e des principaux

bourgeois de Paris.  Les pr6vosts successeurs de Boi leau
adqjoustdrent cle nouveaux r6giemens aux premiers, et il en fut

fait en recueil." The prevalent theory of the gilds' origin

is that they were born spontaneously from the needs of the
people, that they were A ttatural line of development for youth-

ful industry, in self-protectiotr, to take.
Charbers or privileges claimed by the gilds date from the

l1th cer, tury,  though they are most abundant in the 13th'  The

most ancient charter published in the Reczteil, cl,es ot"dotttLallces
is that of  the chandlers of Paris,  dated 1061. This document,

horvever, is now supposed to have been forged in the 15th cen-

tury. From 1121 clates the first charter of the m,arcltuttcls rl,e

. f

l 'ca,u. de Pcu' is.  In 1160, Louis the \r I I  gave to Thdce, wife of
Yn'es Lacohe, and her heirs,  the ' rnastery'  of  f ive gi lds rvhich
dealt  with leathers, the tanners, the curr iers.  the shoc-mahers,
the lezrther-dresseLs, and the purse-mal<ers. In 1162 come new
privi leges granted in regulat ion of the bal<ers. In 1183 phi l ip
Augustns rented o, celLs four houses which he irad confiscated
from the Jeu's,  to the drapers'  gi id.  A lorct  in 1219 solcl  the
confrdr ie of c loth-merchants a house, ancl  gave them the leases
of several  adjoining houses.

The boolr rvhich is the object of this study-the Liure rl,es
II1tiers, oives its origin to a capable official of Louis IX,
lltienne Boileau. He u'as appointed pr6v6t of Paris about
1260. ' .  ' Ih is off ic iai  had the rank of the f i rst  bai l i { i  of  France.
H is 'o f f i ce 'u 'as  the  Ch i te le t ,  rvhere  he  judged in  person the
greater part  of  the civ i l  and cr iminal cases in Paris and the
t, i ,conttd; ] re rvas judge of appeal f rom t l te feuclal  nobles and
ecclesiast ics rvho st i l l  had f iefs in Paris.  He had charge of the
mil i tary service, of  the pol ic ing, the f inance and ' just ice'  of
Paris ancl its suburbs. This oflicial, or the holder of this office,
"rn'ho administered rvith firniness and loyalty," rvished to cor-
rect the faul ts incident to the jur isdict ior,  over the gi lds, by
estahl ishing in wri t ing the 'const i tut ion'  of  each gi ld.  The
masters of the gi lds accordingly presented their  regulat ions,
and the result is a register of tl-re lai,vs and customs of 101
craft-gi lds of Paris. '  Some of the pr iv i l iges or impl ied immu-
nities pretend exceeding antiquity. The stone-cutters claim
immunity from the duty of tl-re rvatch from the time of Charles
Martei .  t ipholsterers ci te pr iv i leges granted,by Louis the VII ,
ancl the baliers claim from Philip Augustus the right to exclude
' foreign'  bakers ( i .e.  bakers from outside Paris),  f rom the
markets except on Saturdays. What we have then in this in-
valuable Liure is a cross-section of the comrnercial and indns-
trial life of Paris in the third quarter of the lSth ccntury. A
stucly of this manuscript  wi l l  show a viv ic i  and complete picture
of the working class, and, by impl icat ion, of  the upper nobi l i -
ty 's commercial  habits.

l Levasseur :  H is t .  des  c lasses  o t t .u .  p .  25 I .

zFor a l ist of these gi lds with their ar-rcient French narnes
modern English equivalents, see ATtpendir,
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The g i lds wcre cr( ) lnposet l  o f  t ,hree grat l t 's  of  ind i t , i t iua is :

apprerr t ices,  1ta,Lets,  at rc l  l r : rs tc ' r 's .  The terr l  r t r r t ' t ' i r t , t '  ur t ls  ap-
p l iec l  in  gcner: r l  to  a l l  thc 'c l iv is ions,  even n l ( l re  lo<tsel .1 '  1 . l t : r t r  our

t,erm toot'lt'ntatr,.
The apprenl , ice,  i .hough consic lerec l  as a member of  the

gi ld ,  rn 'as not  of  the colpol t r t ion tur t i l  l t is  r tpplc t t t ice-ship $ 'as

over. The term -,vas lteglltr by tr contract. betrvceu master and

aspirant .  t lsual lv  th is  cotr t r rc t  \ t ' t ts  ora l ,  becat tse the rvr i t i t tg

of  a document ,  tvas too expeusi r tc  a process.  At  au1'  rate,  i t

was allva)'s a rntttual cttgagemeltt, sr'vorn to, before the Jur6s,

a l l  eng&gement which i tnposer l  on both pai ' t ies u lut t ta l  c lut ies

which nei ther  shoulc l  l t teml t t  to  evacle.  A regulat ion col lcer l l -

ing the :tgreemcttt rults tts follou'sl : "The mastel lvho tal<es

an a l lpre l l t ice shoul t l  s t l i l ' l l l lu l )  to  the ccre inony of  the cont lacb

tr,vo masters ancl turo 1'11'1,2,1s. to hcal the agreenrent maclc tre-

tween master  ancl  app|e l t t ice,  a i tc l  i t  is  l i t t ing that  the t t tc ts tcT

rulto 11ttat'd.s th,a gild shoulcl be callecl : l l-qo'" The Jur6s befole

author iz ing the coutract ,  tvere supposed to mal te caref t t l  in-

quiries as to the alti l i ty attcl the finaucial position of the naster.

Abor-rt fortv of the gilds u'ere allowed to have as many

apprentices as they l i l ied. Amon.q these rvere the coru-clealers,

the golcl-beatels, the ale-breu'els' gleen-gl:ocers, farriels,

clrarvers of iron n'ire, mil lers, shoe-makers aitd the baril l iet 's.

Usually, ho\\,€r.er, the number u'as l imited to one or t\I 'o' The

tnercers, the fullers, weil\/el:s of silk-stuffs, knife-handle and

blacle mal<ers \\rere allowed to have t,rvo, u'hile the lope-makers,

pewterel:s, preciotts stotle dealer"s, breid-tnakers, clrapers, gold-

smiths, ancl shield-m:rl<ers contentecl themsel'n'es \vit ir one.

The mot ives for  such l imi tat ion u 'ere at  least  c loTrbl€:  the a l t ru-

istic reason u'as that the master shor-rlcl not have too many to

teach well; the self-protective reasoit was that the gilcl shoti ld

at no time be swampecl in compet.it iorl by too many (plospec-

t ive)  masters.

The term of apprenticeship lvas also tnost scrupulously

fixecl. Tire conditions are usually a clefinite term rvithout pay-

ment  of  fee or  a term gradual ly  lessened according to the in-

crease in the size 0f the fee. The lrabeldashers a}ld the pervter-

ers could' f ix the durtrt ion of apprenticeship at i 'vi l l  ; other

terms vary from 3 to 8 'to 10-12 )/ealrs, with fees varyil lg f1o-

20 Par is ian sous (5 f r . )  1 .o 100 Par is ian sous (20 f r ' ) ,  by

means of which the apprentice could buy off part of his time

l.t

of se^r ice. ' rhere secms, hou'ever,  to have been 'o at lcmnt to
malie the time direcill ' proporLio'ate to the costrine.. ui thu
'arv material and tirc diflicurty of the process, or the skill re-
quired in the craft. The rope-makers require an apprentice_
ship of 4 yei l rs,  the brass-wire drawers 6 years, the chest_
rnairers 7 years, the makers of iron shielcis g years, flre curriers
of shoe-ieather g, the iev'eilers 10, and, the corar and shelr beacr-
mal<ers 12 .years. The wool-weavers, clemancl 4 years plus 4
I, iures,5 1'ears and 3 l i ;ures,6 years and one l iure, or Z years
tvithout fee. Porver over the length of term resided of course
in the ha'cls of the masters, and the rulcs contain only the
minimum lequirement. We read,, ,.No one can or ought to take
or ha'e more than t ' 'o apprent ices, and he can.ot take them
fcr less than 7; 'ears of service and twenty sous of par is,  which
appre'tices must give to the masters ; or at ? years, without
money, blrt more molley and ionger service he can require if
need be." Horv irrational the terms were may be seen from
the fact that rvhi le the gordsmith's term is 10 years, the brass-
wire drawers (a far.  Iess , ,ski l led' ,  gi ld) required 10 years and
20 sous, or 12 years and no fee, and that of three bead_making
gilds, one dema'ded 6 years and 46 sozr,.s, another 10 years and,
46 sous, and the third 12 years witirout possible shortening of
the term. If the apprentice, however, bought off part oitli.
regula: term, the master was not permitted to take another
apprentice tii l the complete period was over. An extra ap-
p.entice was sometimes allou'ecl if i lre wife of a master knew
the trade' "No one of the craft aforesaid can rrave more than
one apprel t t ice, and i f  he has a wife,  can have only one i f  she
does not knorv the trade, but if the man a'cl trre woman know
the trade, they can have tin'o apprentices, but they can have as
many ualets as they lvish." Among the masons, a Jur6 courd.
have tr,r'o apprentices, the other masters could employ only one.

Exceptions to rules of apprenticeship were made for the
so's of masters, or of  their  wives, and i '  th is begi 'ning of
family privileges, we see foreshadowed the tyranny of the
close-corporation control of the gird in latter centuries. All
the sons of the master and his wife,  i f  she knows the trade,
may rise to the 'mastery' usualiy with no fixed term of ap_
prenbiceship. If the children were illegitirnate, no privileges
rvere granted them. In the case of the goldsmith we see stil l
wider family privileges, for we read ,,of his lineage and of the
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l ineage of his wife,  wl- tcther distant or c lose, he can have as

many (apprentices) as he wishes'" The u'oo1-ws211rs1' \A'DS

allou,ed in his house two large iooms and one small one for

hirnself  ancl  for each of his marr ied sons, and one loom each

for a brother and a nephew, if they "knew how to work u'ith

their hands." In the gilcl of the iron shield-mal<ers and several

others, appears the obl igat ion of teaching the son of a poor

master or his orPhans free.
The condit ions of the contract of  apprent iceship shed

much light on the lives of these little workmen, and the statutes

recognize the possibility of their being led astray by " leur

folorir et leur jolivet6." The apprentice, 'lve are told, should

obey all the ord,ers of the master, and uot complain rn'ithout

justice of the master's oppression to the pr"t.tcl'hontmes of the

gild. He had to clean the rvorkshop, run errands for the fam-

ity and for the business' That apprentices 'uvere not alu'ays

docile, nor their circut'nstances congenial, the many rules deal-

ing with their flight suggest. An apprentice rvho had' taken

nigtrt from his master could not be received into the workshop

of another member.of the gild until the complete period of his

apprenticeship contract had elapsed' The pAter-notriers had

to wait a year and a day after the flight of an apprentice, and

the tablet-makers 26 weeks, before taliing in another' After

three attempts to escape, all obligation between gild and ap-

prentice ceased. "And this regulation the prtt,rl ', ltonl,nles of the

gila mat<e to restrain the folly and jollity of the apprentices,

ior they do great harm to their master's and themselves' whetl

they run a\^'ay; for when the apprentice is enrolled to learn'

and runS away in a month or two, he forgets as mttch as he

has learued, and thus he wastes his t ime and does harm to his

master." The wool-weavers and the locksmiths insisted that

the escaping apprentice pay the master what his training had

cost.
The statutes recognize the right of the master to sell the

apprentice to another master under certain circumstances'
. . N o c u t l e r c a n s e l l h i s a p p r e n t i c e u n l e s s h e ( t h e m a s t e r ) l i e s

on a bed of sickness (L;t de lnttgueur"), or is going across seas'

or is leaving the gild for good or does it because of poverty'"

T h e m a s t e r ' s o b l i g a t i o n s t o t h e a p p r e n t i c e c o n s i s t e d i n
lodging, feeding and clothing him and in teaching him the

trade. That masters did not always scrupulously abide by

ll:::_ *lll.:: 
':..,:T,. lau,_suits anct ri.clies artest. only the

f3]:r:ll5^': ?l* .n" ̂ important *oor__"r.n1il, o,;;;", "i;
li: f-*ll*: : {?', cr ef en ce of th e ";;;;;;;;^;;## 

" ;;J:rve find that if the master fails in his cluties, the gild masters,upon complaint of the apprentice, ,,must aclmonish the saiclmaster, and if he does not comply, they must seek out a nerv
L1.1._:_l"r 

the apprentice." In another place, rve learn of a;";';; ,rr*lii.l',1A i - l - +fl ight.

A decriee from the Chitelet :  B Sept. ,  189g, gi i ,es a l iv ingr'' ignette of these ciomestic relations a century after our period.,"we have enjoined ancr commandecr the said master that hetreat the said, Larin, his apprentice, as the son of a prur.t-h-orn*nshould be treated, and thal he abide by the matters containecrin t 'e -said contract,  l ' i thout h:rving him beaten by his wife,but that he shourcr beat him hirnserf  i t  ne mrsbehaved., ,  In thesame year also a father succeeded in breaking his son,s con_tract because the goldsmiflr, the boy,s master, by hitting himwith a bunch of keys, had "made a iote in his head., ,
The possible marriage of an apprentice during the termof his service is provided for t t - , rs ,  i i i  any appre*t ice marr iesduring th:  t ime that he has promisecl to serve-his master,  anddoes not u ' ish to eat dinner ancl supper with his master,  heought to have for-rr  deniers every *o.Hrrg clay for nis supfort . , ,
I t  is not very crear from our texts,  whether an examina_t ion at the end of his term was usual or i r r f requent.  Onl.yrarely is the demand for a chef_d,oeu,.t,r.e mentioned. Thesaddle-bow makers claim that afier an apprentice has madehjs clrcf -d'oe?n)re he should become more irnportant in theworl<shop "so that his master may not send him out into ,reci ty to fetch his bread.and his * in";u. i  l ike a boy., ;  f tu"""fO_smith's statutes provide that i f  he becomes sr<i l fur enough topay his expenses ancl to earn 100 sous a year, he may be freedfrom his contract and allowed to earn a salary. At the end ofthe perioc, horvever, a?1?/ apprentice must declare before theJur6s on his oath that he n"a rutnttud his term u".o"aing tocontract.

rFagniez: Etudes sur l , industr ie ir  paris, p. 62.
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To our mind, the apprent ice system here revealccl  t locs l -rot

seem clevisecl for the be'st itlterest of the child' 'fo<'r t'truch

power for goocl or il l l ies rvith the tnastc'r' If he so rvishes'

ih"r. .."t",* to be little to prevent his letting his charge remain

in a state of chikl ish and unprofessional ignorance' The loug

term of service, the wide po*"' of rnaster Ltpon man secm cle'

vised to acld to the masteris profits, not to his charge's slii l l '

The ualet, ser"gent ot ilozl(, i 'e' hirecl man' \'as au irldi-

vidual who hacl frnishecl his term of service as a'pprenticeship

but had noli yet risen to the dignity, as master, of having an

es,tablishment of his ou'n' Women of this glade' in gilds to

* i , i " t , t l reywcreadmitter l ,y,ereca] ledclmnlbt. i ' i resotnt 'escl t i , t l .
ettes. Usually thc master could have as mal1y valets as he

wishecl, but occasionally the number u'as limited so as to pre-

veut rich anc.l attractive rn'orkshops getting many valets' ancl'

accordingly, somethitlg approaching a mol'lopoly of the trade'

A ualetwho hacl t""t truitt"d outside Paris had to present

evidence that he nuJ dor," the preliminary term elsewhere' Of

such a man, too, it was possible to reqttire a kind of surety or

testimonial of a'fair dismissal from a former employer' Evi-

dent ly thenar rov 'med iaeva lv iewofpro tec t io r ro fhomeinr ius-
tries led to the discriminations against workmen from outside'

for rve reacl, "It is orclered and decreed that llo person of the

said gild should hire any foreign man so long as he can find a

workman lvl'ro is a tnember of the gilcl." care was tal<en too

that disgrace and scandat should not fall upon the gild through

ualets of bad character. R1aeurs, scoundrels, murderers'

kn&tres, thieves, men of il l fame" are stipulated as improper

candidates, ancl a wool-weaver whose relations with a woman

were a by-r'vord, "lvas sent out of the city and forbidden the

tracle until he shoulcl amencl his character'"

The length oi }f't" term of hire is not definitely stated in

our regulations' anrl it varied fronr a riay' a rveek' a month' to

a year. In the *o''l i '- 'g all r:nemployecl valets assembled early

in a design*tua stt.et o"r square' There they were to stay until

the bell from a 
""'iui" 

church sounded' No private individual

could hire or'r orti.u*. If a bargain \ /as macle, the valet rn'ent

to the house of his employer at dawn and stayed uuder usual

condit ions t i l l  sunset '  The hours accordingly var ied iargely '

from 14 hours in summer to 8 in winter' Very ferv ttalets

lodged and ate *iin lft"it patron' They Jwent out' in search of

I

their .' '*tl lr5'-1'ur, rvitrr the provision that, after it, i lrey
should .ot loiter to r,vait for a feilorv-*,orhman. If trie gilcr
r\:as one u'hich allowed night_work, a'<l the m:Lster desirecl it
of him, the rt.l.ott.( mnst compiy ior a raise of pa;.. Sornetrmes
the r:ctLcts letrelled agai'st this compulsio', a.d rvere trrreaten-
ed by the rnagistrates for ilris atternpL at inciustrial fre.eclom.
In o' ly o 'e case is 'acat ion mentio 'ed, but ns we shai l  .see i '
discnssirEl the clutmtge, there r.r'as littie neeci of it. The brass_
r.l ' ire d'arvers stipulzrte, horve\.er, ilrat the r,r,orkmen may havc
a vacat ion in the month of August i f  they rvish.

\,l 'rorne' rvere aclmittecl to membership i' gircrs where
t l -reir  dcl ic*te ski l l  and taste macre trrenr usefur.  In 12g2 thegloup deal ing u' i th embroiciery was composed of gl  wo. 'en
and 12  men.

occa-sionalll ' co'clitions of emproyrnent ar.e statcd u,ith
more detail. A rule of the srvord_cuflels runs, il l is: ,. No,
master sho' ld take a uaret to work unress he rras f ive sets of
clothes *'ith him in orde. that the worr<men may look neat in
case the uobles, counts, baron,s, knights, and other good folk
should at any time come into the work-room." The aalet courd,
not be dismissed unreasonably,  and rarely the provision is
ma:le that tu'o valets and ti,vo masters must agree upon the
ciismissal before it could take eflect. After a year and a day,
the valet could have his rvife come a'd lvork with him, if thegild admitted rvomen.

A conside.able disti 'ction between masters and, uarets
already existed, though iu the smaller orga.izations the gulf
r,vas less apparent. There were no large factories in ttre rioA_
ern meaning, atrd in a small tvorkshop conclitions of equality,
were more likely to obtain. Several facts show, howevei, that
the aalets in some places were beginning to feel themselves
a distinct industrial class. Infrequenily, they had their olvn
confr6rie and their own jur6s, The masters i' some cities
already foresaw the possibilities of a kind of class_str*"ru,
anci at' Beauvais punished. rvith imprisonment and fine menwho attempted combinations in the hope of raising wages. In
7280 at Ypres, workmen rebelled against an ordinance adding
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one hour to trreir worriing rlay, and ir-r their riotir-rg hilled the

mayor. of c.urse ;;;; '; '";" severelv uttuished' (But horv

moclern these actiott^.-Jrou" our inclustlial class of the Micldle

ot'\T.oi;lainins or the mastership "l 1",::.'-1'-.:l 
-^5ll;t'

the right to set up a u'otl<sh:p' l:-Y-:-rnto 
bnsiness' depended

on certain quarifications in flre aspirants, ancl certain..t:t-ot

ceremonies, necessrtatecl by the orgarriz,aiion of the gild,- a'rd

its (freque',tl r.uiuilutoiio*t'll 1?-.:l".uilc "t.:.1'- 
official'

The first *.qurr"r-rr"ot was sliill, acquired during ser'ice as ilp-

prentice and, aale.t,;;;t;;i' ;iit;1i charocte' and good conduct'

Most of the sectlon' itot'n such an article as "Quiconques vettt

estre cre tel mestier,"".tr. t" peut pcertant cru'il sache le lnestier'

et ait cle coi," n'-'a'^"'"ttl"ri"-"f in" clrattiers reads: "Il con-

viendra qu'il sache ?"tt" 
" 

mestier de tottz poinz' le soy' sans

conseil au aycle U'-"t-t et qu'lt-ir ce examin6 par les gardes

dn mestier'" Th";;;; '; 'ugol'tiont require that the son of a

master have an 
"";;;; 

"in 
ilt balte-house until the masters

' de l." :::- :li#';i : " il' il l: 3J f i' #i' iliif " i'i fli;
signed to countel

apprentice-*"tft "i"t""' '- 
ffre i91nal 

requirement rn'as the

,""i"r' "-" "r .:i :ii1H lilf ,*',*1 T:i: ?'?'lli: :ffi J;
fil::uJ;"";:"ltT-$'1.;?'il;,l,iltrli"".:"li::i.:'",*''u'
the retailert of nr'JJ u"a-u"g"tubles' the farriers' the cutlers'

rock_smiths, *,uuu"r.r'oi silk croth, *uron., hose-mariers, poul-

teters, potters' nja-"i"trtt* dealers' purse-makers' saddlers'

shoe-makert' *t*n"' and fishermen' The necessity was

created by the '."' ' in"t *ut 30 of the gilds were fiefs of the

king, and n""o'altgtv couli f '1 
"1"tu"I 

to" himself' or be-

stowed upon his'faic'rite officers' In general' howeve'r' those

the king retaio"i for 
'ni'ntttf ' 

"otnniy' 
the dealers in food-

;;;.. ;-it"i *' 
ffli i:i,:r" if"' 1::l;" r rom the .ktl';,Ii js p i r ant

hacl usually to p'"ttnt himself *]!T; 
" 

week to be admitted to

the corporation. At a solemtt *utti ' ' '  the n'raster:^:-t jutn*

,,read louclly" anA e"ptuinecl th.e 
"*uluiiont' 

The recipient of

the priviler" tn;"'t;t" rv ti'" *iJ*i relics that he would

keep the fn*'' tnl tu""j"t nt' p"otttti* carefully and loyally'

Initiation fees were of 
"o"t" 

t*i;;l;; the criers paid the

jur6s 4 deniers (o;t:' '^"il-ine sitk-ctoth weavers and hose-

1 1

makers l0 sous (2 fr .  .50) ;  thet lpic i ,er.s paid 5 sor ls '  pou,r boi t 'e
to their  cornpanions. The t ime for paying this fee also var ied.
The curl iers of shoe-leafher rvere al lorved to pay their  fee a
year and a day after establishment, u'hile the bakers \n/ere re-
strainecl  only by a l imit  of  four years. The widow of a master
1\ras generously permit ted to carry on the business in his stead,
though usually if she remarried a stranger, i.e. a rnan outsicie
the gi ld,  she forfei ted this r ight.

M. Le.spinasse makes an interesting clistinction in affirm-
ing that the mastership u'as not a rank, but a pr iv i lege; i t  was
not a case of 'once a master,  always a master. '  Upon the rc-
l inqr"r ishment of the act iv i ty and pr iv i leges impl ied, a.master
becarne an art isan, ancl ,  for instance, thc hose-makers as.sert
that 35 masters among them have fal len into poverty.  The
master u'ith ali his attempts to protect his position and riglrts,
bore the not-light llurden of taxation from which the ou"l,ets
were direct iy,  at  least,  exempt..

The internal administrat ion of the gi ld ' , r 'as performed by
officers calied jut'd.s or pru.cl'hommes, and the external relation
of the gi ld in i ts deal ings with other gi lds or the ci ty rvas
supervised by the Crown or the Crown official who held the
gild in fief. The jur6s were also called gard,es, sund,ics, ds-
tuards, d,Ilts. The typical method of ch<lice was the election of
a certain nnmber by tl-re masters of the gild, and their ratiflca-
tion and investiture by the Provost of Paris or other Crown
officitrl. Sometimes, ho$'ever, the Provost or Crown officer
appointed lhe guar"rls with no semblance of suggestion, in
theory at least, from the gild itself. Occasionally the election
was u'holly in the hands of the commmity.. Sometirnes the
departing prwl'h,omnzes nominated their successors. Among
the haberdashers, failui'e to serve, if one were elected, called
d o w n u p o n h i m a f i n e o f  1 0  l i v r e s  ( 1 3 4 f r . ) .  T h e t e r m o f  o f f i c e
u'as usually a year. The goldsmiths, hcwever, changed their
offlcers only every three y.ears. The fullers, who had two rnas-
ters and two valets as officers, changed them at Christmas and
at St. John's Day. Before the Provost, the ualets named two
masters, and the masters two ualets, for service , a, nice balance
in the interest of iust administration. Women were allowed

zlt has been estimated that four
equivalent to one franc.at present.

sous of Paris of this period are.



'omces for such gilcis as ,n.r' ;;. important in' The s'orke rs
in sill<-stu{fs had three masters ancl three mistresses ; the
\\ 'eavers of kei 'chiefs three rr iai l t 'csscs.

In being invested with off ice, the jur6s, for instance, of the
bakers swore on the rel ics of the saints that they woulcl  'guard

the gilcl' carefully and loyally, and that in appraising bread,
they rvouid spare neither relat ives nor fr ieuds, uor coi ldemn
anyone rvrongly through hatred or il l-feeling. The chiefs of

the gi lds scrut inized the clutr l i ty of  the products, denounced
frauds and infract ions of the rules, presided at solernn con-

claves of the gilcl, and repre.sented it before the law. They
presidecl at the contract of apprenticeship' received the oaths

of art i .sans ancl masters, and administered the funds of the

corporat ion. In case of appeal f rom the jur isdict iot l  of  the
jlir6s, the Prorrost of Paris rvas the fir'st authority, atrcl above

hinr was the Pur"Lem,erLt' de Puris. On the lands of a feudal lord'

the latter usually retained the privilege of administering pelty
j ustice.

The question of remuneration to the jur6s for loss of time

naturally arises. usually a definite fraction of the fines rvas

awarded to thein. Besides, too, the honor which accrued to

them, exemptions from the duty of the watch and from certain

of the fines of the trade, are mentioned.
Most gilds hacl officers of only one rank upon whom all the

cluties fell. Occasionally discrimination was made, and tlvo

superior officers chosen from the masters held the power of

hancling clown decisions while lheir ualet-assistants exercised

supervision, and reDorted infract, ions of the rules to the mas-

ters. .Perhaps the most frequent number of iu,rds in a gild was

two oi'four. 'fhe armorers, the ironshield makers, the potters,

the rope-makers, bead-makers, gold-beaters, braid-makers,

spinners of sill<, etc', had two, the fullers, the tallow-chandlers

four. The brass-shield makers were so few that they did not

elect a jur6, but askecl, the Provost to hear their cases directly.

Only one gu,ard' is mentioned in the statutes of the clasp-

makers and the flower-hat makers. The curriers have three,

the farriers six, the goldsmiths two or three, the head-dress

makers, eight, and later only four. The bakers and the retail-

ers of fruit and, vegetables had twelve officers'

The most feudal feature of the craft-gild organization is,

perhaps, the dependence of the gild on the Crown or its offi-
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cials or vassals. l{ost of the gilcls rvere depcnclent upon (rele-
vaierrt i) the Prer'6t de paris. To hirn the TtrurJ'lr,otn1lles car-
r ied complai . ts,  against other gi ic ls,  for exampie, a 'd i t  rvas
lre ' 'ho appointed a prucl'lto,trne to execute for him the func-
tions suggested zrbove. trve have seen ilrat Louis the younger
granted to a *'oman the 'mastery' of five gilds, which remained
enfieffed to the sixteenth cer:tury. The grand paniler was the
judge of the bakers, and each year appointecr a master to loor<
after the gi ld.  The grancl chamberlain rooked after the rvool-
\t-eavers, haberdashers, tailors ancl upl-rolsterers, and others
* 'ho hacl to do rvi th clothing and furnishings; the cup_bearer
(dclt'c,ttsott) had the rn.ine rnerchants, ancl the tnar"1chal tlte
snri ths, farr iers,  helmeters, locksmiths ancl other i ron-worrers.
The grand but ler t r ied to l<eep orcler among, thc wiue_shop
heepers. To his mason, Gui l laume ) Saint patr ie,  the l r ing
conf ic led the masons, stone-breakers, plasterers, etc.

Exact hours for rvork u'ere not set down; the time of the
rvorld in u,hich the artisan lived u'as too entirely dominated
by the custom of the Church to permit of hours being desig-
nated as 7 a.m. to 5 p.rrr. "No one of the gilci," we read, ,.ought
to work on holy days which the people of the city keep, ,ro, on
Saturdays during cltarnage (i.e. the time during which it was,
permitted to eat meat) after Vespers, nor after Compiine on
Saturclays during Lent, nor at night at any time of the year.',
During Lent, Vespers fell at 6 o'clock, ancl Compline at 9.
Clmrnage was used loosely to mean not only the period, dur ing
rvhich meat could be eaten, but also the perod of short days,
v,hile Cardme meant the period of long clays. Night work was
exprcssly forbidden for. goldsmiths, sheath-makers, weavers,
braid-, chest-, buckles-, beads-makers, pewterers, lamp-makers
and locksmithls, "for the light at night cloes not suffice for the
trade[sl  aforesaid." Mi i lers and brewers cou]d work day and
night, and it rvas permitted to all farriers (but not to locksmiths
and cut lers),  to goldsmiths, lamp-makers, brass-wire drawers,
to cast, if need be, during the nigl'rt, inasmuch as the process
sometimes lasted a day o,r a week. The restriction,upon night-
work u'as ineffective if the work were for the household of the
King, the Queen, the Princes of the blood, the Bishop of paris,
and other great Lords.

The Church's observance of Sun'days and fastdays (holy
days) caused among the gilds much cessation from work-
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clz6nr"<r,gc. The eve of sunclay and imp0rtant holy days, rvtlrlt

rvas stopped at ly'orres or contltl,ine. on sunclay the baths rvere

not heated, on sunday the bakers cl id not mal ie bread, and kept,

besicles, twenty-six fast-days and the day of their  Patron Sair-r t .

The golclsmiths, the haberdashers, the fel t -hat mal iers,  took

turns within the gi ld in )<eeping their  shops open on Sunday'

The ltaril,h,er.s and the armorers rvorl<ed rn'ithout restriction on

the ground that their  worl< was vi tal ly important to nohlcmen.

A saddler coulcl  repair  a shield or a harness on St inday, ancl

rose-chaplets coukl be macle at any t ime "during the season of

roses,"
Inasmuch as the polic.y of the gilds proscribed the aciiotr

of f ree competi t ion, i t  was necessary fol  them, in order to st ts-

tain their  reputat ion, to provide in some way, that the prodr-rcts

shoulcl  be exact ly rvhat they pretencled to be'  To this end they

legislatccl carefully as to the quantity and quality of rarv

material to be usecl, and provicleci for supervision through the

stages of manufactrrre to the sale of the f in ishecl product.  The

cet"uoi.se (a drink somewhat res'embling ale) shouid have no

constitttents save grain and water. The beater of metal-leaves

must have a certain alloy of gold in his silver leaves. The bead-

m a k e r s m u s t n o t s t r i r r g b e a c ] s w h i c h a r e n o t p e r f e c t l y r o u n d e c l .
The haberdashers complain of the appearance of "set'eLal

pieces of bad rvork to the damage of all the common ursal' sver|

day, by reason of the lack of proper restriction'" At Amiens"

the locksmiths were forbidden, for fear of thievery, to make a

key unless the lock was produced, and the butchers to soulf ler

Ict" aiancle, to mix ta{low in the larcl, to sell dog, cat or horse

flesh. In Paris, boxes rn'hose locks lvere made u'ith 'hinges'

were surll]larily burned' and fines were incurred for putting

olcl locks on ner r fulniture and new locks on old furniture'

Trimmings of silver were forbiclden on bone knife-handles for

fear the makers should sell them for ivory, and knife-handles

must not be covered with silk, brass- or pervter-wire, lead or

iron, because inside, they were only deal, and might deceive an

ignorant buyer. Hemp and flax must not be used in the same

rone.' If a tailor spoilt a valuable piece of cloth by bad cut-

in6dits, p. 387, P. 370.
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t ing, and the garr lcs ascertained i i ,  he had,to malre rest j tut ion
to the client, and pay a fine, 3 sozrs to the king and 2 sou,s to
the cott f t"6 ' [e.  I f  arr  art isan did the spoi i ing, he paid the mas-
ter, and worked for one da1', without pay, for the confr6,t"in."
Chandlers seem to have been especial ly open to temptat ion.
Too hear,). a weight of wicl< is expressly regulated against in
the provision that four pounds of tal lou'  shoulcl  carry only a
quarter-pouncl of u'ick. Wax tapers must not be adulterated
u' i th tal low.

Gi lds in danger of usurping each other 's business were
jealous of pr i r , i leges. A tai lo l  mnst not mend old clothes, nor
zr rag-man make new clothes. A curious controversy arose
from the fact that clothes restored by the old-clothes dealers
were frequent.ly mistalien for new. It was finally decided that
this lat ter gi ld must not press, fold and hang old gannents for
fear of this decept ion.

The visits of the gardcs were at unexpccted times, and
almost al l  the gi lds require their  inspect ion of saleable art ic les
"poer sauvoir se il i a nulles mesprantures." The gat"clas of
the weavers carried an iron rule on rvhich u'as marked the
length of var ious kinds of c loth, as i t  was f ixed by law. Goods
v.hich did not comply with the statutes rvere conflscated,
bu,rned or given to the poor,  whi le the culpr i t  paid a f ine. To
make sure that no bad product elude the vigi lance of the
guards, further regulations as to the place of manufacture
appear. A rvool-u'eaver could not have two shops on either
side of the street,  though we have seen how l iberal  he might
lce as to the number of looms. An armorer was not to get any-
thing necessary for his trade made outside the shop, therefore
he u'as forbiddep to carry armor through the streets unjess
he were poor and lived in an out-of-the-way quarter
rvhere sales u'ould be difficult. The tailor must not cut his
cloth except at a rvindow of the first floor of his shop.

Fines ranging from three to ten sous were the. natural con-
sequence of faulty production. The corrupt gold-beater paid
3 soxts, the jewellers, who dared use colored glass, 10 sozr.s, the
dealers in silk-stuffs paid 8 sozs, of which 5 went to tl-re King,
2 to the Master, and 1 to the Confrdri,e. In 1312, dealers in

vol. I ,  page 116'
2ordonnances touchant les m6t.,  1312. Art.  5.
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spices who purveyecl fo,t,r,sse nte.rcJt.u.n,clisc rvet'e conclemnecl to
lose their  commodit ies, and to pa1' ,  besides, 60 sozts:  "40 to us
( i .e.  the King, or to the lord of the place rvhere just ice is donc),
and 20 so?rs to t,he master of the gild at or near the place u'here
the offence is committe6l"-f,s pa.y the expenses of the gild. As
a further guard against adulter:r ted products, most of the
gi lds had a mark or a seal n 'hich carr ied a guarantee of qual i ty
commensurate r,vith the reputation of the gild.

Before goods could be sold, those who had the r ight to
weighing anci measuriug apparatns in their  own houses, must
have thesc sealed b)' thc measurers ancl gaugers' gilcl. Othels
must use the sczr le of the king or his vassal.  Most goods were
sold on l ' r iday and Satulday, u 'hen t .he merchauts shut up shop
and went to the IIulLas where marhets rvere held. As a rule.
the gilds were opposed to the harvl<ing of their goocls-col-
portagle; they preferred the more regular custom of the stal ls
of the market.  Herc, too, they succeeded in ' legal iz ing their
pr iv i leges against foreigners. For example, the bakers suc-
ceeded in preventing the sale of all 'foreign' bread in the city
except on Saturdays. The municipality also watched after its
o'wn interests in.the interests of the crafts. Merchants were
forbidden to leave the city before the opening of the lrairs, and
sales must be transacted only in the square of the Hullcs aff,er
a stroke from the great bell. The craft organizations them-
selves were mnch afraid of possible monopolies. The weavers,
dyers and fuller.s are expressly forbidden to enter into com-
binations to fix a pricc on goods or a monopoly on materials
"so as to prevent tl-re people of the gild from having work
according to their  means." The retai lers of produce were
forbidden to arrange for commodit ies in advance. "Retai lers
ought not to buy in advance of any merchant carriage-loads or
consignments of eggs and cheeses, deliverable at his next trip,
or after any delay whatsoever"; such transactions are wrong
becanse they offer too much uncertainty and too many frauds
in the conditions of delivery. The mediaeval man feared
'corners,' for he felt "the rich will sell back everything, as
dear as it pleases them to do."

In the market "good form" must be observed between
members of the same gild. One member must not intrude
before a sale is consummated. "If anyone is in front of the
stall or window of a cook to buy or bargain with the'said cook,
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and i f  any of t i re other cooks cal l  him before he has lef t  the
stall or rvinclow of his orvn rvill," the fine lviil be 5 sou.s.

For the pr iv i leges impl ied in the gi ic l  structure, the feudal
authori t ies demanded a return in the forrn of taxes. The gi ld-
masters bore the burden not only of the civ i l  taxes which ai l
citizens shared, such as the taille, the conduifs and pdages
(tol ls) ,  but also speciai  commercial  taxes such as the huuban,
tne tonlieu, and the cotthnne.

The hattbarz, according to Liure clcs n[6.tiei's, Scction f,
Art. 7, "is the name appropriate to a tax assessed from ancient
times, by r,r'hich it was established that whoever should be a
payer of lmuban r'vould have more freedom and less taxes to
pay for his right of trade and commel'ce." It was a sort of
agreement offering the advantage of combining in one pay-
ment a large number of daily dues. Iror this privilege the
bal<ers orn'ed 6 so%s, the retailers of bread and salt, 3 sozzs, the
butcher.s 6 soli.s, the fishermen, purse-mal<ers and curriers 3
.sozr.s, the glovers 3 sozls, 8 denters, and the old-clothes men 6
sr;zrs and 8 deniers.

"Ihe tonlieu, also called the tax of buying and selling, was
the real tax on trade. At every sale, the merchant and the
customer owed a smal l  per cent.  of  the purchase to the ci ty or
lord who controlled the market. About twenty chapters of
Part II in the Liure des Mdtiers are devoted to an elaborate
schedule of this tax which varied according as the scale rvas at
shop, fair or market. In geueral, M. Lespinasse estimates, the
ton,lieu equalled 4 deniers per \vagon-load, 2 per cart-load, 1-
denier for beast-of-burden's load, and 1 obole for a man's load.

Th.e cou{,u,me was very irregularly shared; it usually feil
due at several times through the year. So the bakers owed 6
deniers at Chrstmas ,22 at Easter, and 5 at St. John's Day, and
a tonli,eu of 1r/z deniers in bread or money per week. The re-
tailers of produce also owed these taxes if they dealt in bread.
At any eariier period, the coutttttt 'e was always paid 'in nature,'
i.e. in the product itself. Acordingly, the hay-merchants owed
a box of new hay every time the King entered the city. The
wooden-utensils makers furnished seven casks, two feet long,
towards the up-keep of the l{ing's cellars, and for this service
they were excused from the watch. The farriers owed at first
the fers du Roi; i.e. they had to keep the saddle-horses of the
court u'ell shod. But later this function \lras compounded in
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terms of money, due to the royai mardchal in consideration of
which he had the horses shod.

Another feudal obligation irksome to some of the gilds
was the personal "duty of the 1a/afsh"-fhe gzrct. As the mas-
ters of the gilds were alone responsible for this important
service, i t  rvas also cal led the gttet  de ntdt iers.  Each gi ld had
its turn about every three weel<s, when the masters must go
at nightfall to the Chitelet and answer the roll. The watch
then la.sted frorn curfew t i l l  the next sunrise. Usual ly the
gilds n'hich servecl the aristocracy most clirectly were exempt
from this duty. Among these rvere the goldsmtths, bat"ill i,crs,
arrnorers, painters, sculptors, bor,t'-mal<ers, flower- and plumed-
hat mal<ers, and haberdasirers. Hou' irksome this dutl' 1u6
become may be inferred from tu'o statutes in the Liare cles
Mdtiers. The garment-cutters say:

"The pru,rl'h,omnles of the said gild beg that they be re-
licved from (the duty of) the watch, if it please the King, on
account of the fine clothes which they have to make and keep
over night which belong to gent lemen, and on account of the
large number of .strange .,r'orkmen rvirom they could not en-
t i rely trust to take care of things, and because they have to
cut and sew clothes for gent lemen both day and'night in
view of the gentlemen and strangers going a\vay at once, and
because they have to return the garment which they make in
the evening, on the morning of the next day."

The old-clothes dealers have tu 'o int imate and vivid art i -
c ies. Art .  33: "No one who is 60 years old, nor those whose
rvives are u'ith child, so long as they be ill, and,no one who has
been bled, i f  he has not been summoned before he had himself
bled, and no one who is going out of the ci ty,  i f  he has not been
summoned before he goes' out, need to share the watch. But
they must inform him who has charge of the watch for the
King, by means of their  men or their  neighbors."

Art. 34: "And lhe prud'honLnLes of the gild say that they
are grieved that, for L0 years back, those who have charge of
the guard for the King, have not been willing to receive the
excuse from the above-mentioned service from their neighbors
and their worhinen, but make come their wives themselves,
either fair or ugly, either young or cld, or feeble or fat, to con-
vey the excuse to the lord, a thing which is most ugly and most
grie- :rus-that a woman should stay and sit at the ChAtelet
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from curfew so long as the watch is out, and then go away
with her son or hcr daughter, or without either of them,
through strange streets to her home, and through this message-
bearing wrong',  s in,  yea, r , i l ia iny has been done."

Cottfrdrie is a word not very widely used in the Liure.
Seventeen of the gilds display this organism. It served to
systematize the religious impulses of the gild-men's lives and
also to control the benevolent activities of the older structure.
The tablet-makers require all salaried u'orkers to join the CoiL-
fri,t ' ie, and at a death in the gild, a man or woman from each
workshop must follorv the corpse or pay a fine of ft pound of
wax. The confrd,r'r,e usually centered its activity in a cirurch
or chapel in the distr ict  where most of the members l ived. The
con,fr6.rie of the furriers and the upholsterers sltared L'Eglise
des In.nocetefs; the masons attended the CltapeIIe de St. Bleiue;
the bakers St. Pierre uux Liens, and the wine-merchants and
brass-shield makers St. L6onard's chapel of church St. Merri,.
The confraternity usually put itself under the protection of a
particular saint. The goldsmiths chose St. EIoi, and the con-
fraternity had a seal inscribed "Sigillum confratrie sancti
Elegi i  aur i  fabrorum."

The conf rdrte's resources were usually derived from ini-
tiation fees, subscriptions and legacies from members, and a
share of the fines collected in the eild. The organization also
derived benefits from holding real estate. It cottld transact
business and fall ir, debt. The confrdrie of the wooi-weavers
ou'ing 600 pounds, put a tax of 12 sous on every piece of cloth
manufactured in Paris. A statute of the plasterers reads : "If
he finds that the proportion is not good, the plasterer shall pay
five sozrs as a fine: to the Chappelle Bleive aforesaid, two sozzs,
to the master who guards the gild, two sozs, and to the one who
has measured the plaster 72 deniers." When a plasterer took
an apprent ice for less than six years, he paid 20 sotts to the
Chapel le.

Part of the funds acquired by the confrdrie were used
for common expenses, and part for benevolent work. For
every piece of cloth sold the wool-merchants were supposed to
give a denier to buy grain for the poor. The rich confraternity
of the goldsmiths gave every Easter a dinner to the poor of the
H6tel Dieu, while the cooks set aside a third of their fines to
maintain "les pouvres vieilles gens du mestier qui seront de-
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cheuz par fait de marchandise ou de vieillece." In 1'319 the

vair-furriers forniecl an associaiion, rvith an initiation fee of

10 sozls (8 fr . .40) and 6 cleniet"s for the secretary, and a week-

ly snbscription of one cleni.er, the funds of rvhich were to aicl

members in case of sicl<ness or infirmity at the rate of 3 sous
per week ciuring illness, and 6 .sozr's iu convalescence. The

curr iers mention the use of funds from " la boite" to support

the orphans of thc gild or children of poverty-striclien masters.

At the first appe'arance of tl 'te cott'f rtt ' ie, the Church opposed

it ,  suspect ing in i ts secrecy, antagonism or some outcroppings
of pagan ritualism.' Later, hotl'ever, both Church and con'-

frdrie profited by a close relationship. The monastery of St.

Trond. in return for the r ight to fal l  heir  to the propert ies of

members of the shearmen and fuller"s conf rh"ie u'ho died rvith-

out wife or chi ld,  maitr tained a hospital  for the care of i ts s ick,

ancl couductecl  funerals,  whi le the sacr istan and a pr iest arbi-

tratecl on the occasion of disputes within the gild.

Conclusion. The trade-gild r6gime was a defensive one
against the confused powers of feudalism and the conflicting
activities of competition. It protected the apprentice against
his own folly and his master; it protected the artisan against
d,iminution in the pay-rate, il legal dtsmissal, and the usurpa-
tion of other tracles on his field. It guardecl the master from
insubordinat ion, id leness, bad measure and adulterat ion, and
by the limitation of the number of worhmen assured, the sale
of his goods.

Some of the principles implied in the organization we

may agree rvith M. Lespinasset are "relatively true," sttch as
the protcction of infant industry, guarantee of work and pro-
perty, examinations and probations to mal<e certain the skill
of  the candidates; prohibi t ion of combinat ion of several  pro-

fessions to prevent the abusive use of them; supervision of
manuf acture to assure the soundness of the product; an indus-

2Fagniez: "Etudes sur l ' industr ie," p
No.  19 .

1M. Lespinasse quotes the text of a
Counci l  at Rouen, 1189,

lLia. des Mit.  Lvant ProPos Par M.
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tr ial  jur isdict ion f lorn apprent ice.ship to mastery, lach of div i-
sion in a craft such as to train in time a full5' equippecl work-
mal l  and a future master;  supression of any parasi t ic
intermediary betu'een producei '  anci  consumer; work in com-
mon and in the publ ic eyes, ancl  sol idar i ty of the industr ial
family.

On the other hand, there are shad,ou,s in ilre picture, ancl
amoi'lg thern u'e rnay distinguish-the immoderate extension
of term of itpprenticeship, difficulties set in the way of becom-
ing a master; arbitrary fiscal measures and, dues ; meticulous
regulat iou aud too frequent cessat ion frotn rvork; a rout ine
transmission of methods of manufacture; maintenance of a
f ixed pr: ice, rLnd prohibi t ions of cornbinat ions, such as would
encourage invent ions and st imulate a wider economic unit .

We hzrve studied a part icular iy agreeable phase of gi ld
grou'th. Irar off stil l is the bacl opposition betweeu employee
and employed, though the pessimist may see the seeds of the
present in this past.  Though one hesitatcs to cal l  with M-
Fagniez the spir i t  of  the gi lds "fundamental ly Christ ian, ' ,  he
is glad to recognize such alertness of intelligence, such elabo-
rete industrial devices and purposes, such thoughtful humani-
tarian interests, so complex a system of checks and balances
iu our supposedly naive mediaet 'al  precursors.

APPENDIX.

29,0. Text in Doc. rcLati f  s,

declee against confr'lrie from a

A rch ier s ---bow-makers.
B a l i l l  ie ls:ca se-m akers.
Batt6eurs d'or:gold-beaters.
Bat6eurs 6tu51ain-peVter-beaters.
Bat6euls d'or en feui l les:gold-

Lreaters.
Bat6euls d'archal:brass-beatels.
Baudraiers:curLiels of shoe-

leather,
Bl at iels:coln-melchants.
Rl asenniet 's:saddle-f i  xtur es.
Boit i  e rs: I  ocksmiths.
Boucl iels de fer: i lon-shield-

makers.
Boucl iers d'archal-brass-shield

makers.
Bou l lel  iers:halness-makers.

Boursiers:purse-ntakers.
Bouton niers-button-makers.
R rach ie rs:breeches-m akers.
Cavesonniers:sl ipper-makers.
C avetie r s:cobble r s.
C e rvo i  siers: al e-brewers.
Chandliers de s. ieu:tal low-chand-

ler s.
Chanevaceriers:hemp-cloth-

rnakers.
Chapeliers de

ters.
Chapeiiers de
Chapeliers de

ters,
Chapeliers de feutre:felt-hatters.
Chapuis6eurs:saddle-bow nral<ers.

fleur:s:flower-hat-

co to n-c ap -m ake rs,
paon:plumed hat-

Lespinasse, p. xiv.
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Charp err'tie rs: c a r pen te r s.

Chauciels:hose-makers.
Cou r '6cu rs:bel t- tn al<cls.

co rdiers:rope-makers.
Corduaniers:shoe-naker s.

Cou tel iers: cutler s -

Coutel iers servcs:knife-blade-
mal<ers,

Crespinier s:head-dre ss-nakers '

Crieurs:cl iers^
CristAl ie: 's: j  ewellers.

Cuisin iels:cooks.
Cyrugien s:barbers'
D6sgis15-PlaYing dice-ma1<ers'

D r apic t 's:wooiletr-weavels'
Escueliers:pottelY-sel lers.
E spinguiers:Pin-m ahels'

Estuv6eurs:bath ProPrietors'
Fa iseurs ,1s  s l6u5:na i l -makers '

F ainiers:hav rnerchants'

Fermail leurs:clasp and buckle-

makers.
Fripiers:old-clothes nen'

F"s"resses de chaP f l '61fsi5:rno-

diste.
Fourleurs de chaPeliers:fur-hat-

ters.
Fevres:iron-worl<ers.
Fi lelesses de soie:sPinnels of

coarse si lk.
l ' i leresses de soie ir  peti ts fuseaux

:spinners of f ine i lk.

Fon deurs:smelters.
l-oul on s.=fu11ers.
Foulb6eurs:sword-cutiers'
Gan l ier s:glovet 's.
Gueiniers--sheath-makers'
Haubergiers:coais-of -m ai l  -makers'

I lui l iers'-o i l -m al ie rs.
Jau g6eu rs:gau€fers'
Laciers:braid-makers-
Lampier.s:IamP-m akers.
Lanterniers:latltern -m akers '

Liniers: l inen merchants.
Lormiers:rein s-m akers.
Magons:masons.
Marchante gh2nvls:hemplthread

sellers.

l \ {  ar6ch au x:  i  rorr  - f  a l l i  e rs.
n{elc ier  s:h aberda she r  s.
l \ I esu r ' 6eu l s  -  l neasu re l  s .
n ' Icu ni  ers:m i  I  le ls .
O l f  dv res:go ldsmiths.
Ouv.  de menues ceuvres d 'estain

:pewtelers.

Ouv.  de t issus de soie:ra 'orkers in
s i lk-stuf fs.

Ouv.  de dla1,  *e soie:s i lk-c loth.
Peintresf imagiels:painters atrd

i l l um ina to l s .

Paternostr iers d 'os:bone-bead

nr akers.

Patenostr ie ls de corai l :coral -bead
rnal<ers.

Paternostr iers d 'ambre:amber-
)read-makels.

Pa te l nos t l i c r s  f f a i seu rs  de  bou -

cles:brooch and bead-makers.
Pech6eu rs: f i  shermen.

Poisonniels d 'eau douce: f resh-
water-fi sh-merchants.

Poisonniers de mer:sal t -water-

f ish-merchan' ts.

Po t i e r s  de  t e r res :po t t e r s .

Pot iers d '6stain-pewterers.

Pou l  a i l l iers:poul terers.

Regrat t iers de pain de sel : reta i l -

ers of  sai t  and bread.

Regrat t iers de f lu i ts :green-
gr.ocel 's .

Sel l ie i 's :  saddlers.

Serrur iers: locksmiths.
'I abl eti e rs-tablet-m al<ers.

Tap i c i e r s  de  t ap i z  sa r ras i no i s
'  -O r i en ta l ca rpe t -make rs .

Tapic iers de tapiz nostr6s:caLpet-

makers.

T av e r-n ie ls:wine-shop-keep ers.

Tisserands de queuvrechls l5:ker-

chief-makels.

T l e f i l l i e l s  de  f e r '  - i r on -w i re -

drawers.

T re f  i  l l i e r s  d ' a t ' cha l - b rass -w i l ' e -

d l awe rs .

Yrnagie rs:p a inters.


