We receive the remains of our brother Richard
with confidence in God, the giver of life,
who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead.
We brought nothing into this world, and we can
carry nothing out.
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away;
blessed be the name of the Lord.
1 Timothy 6.7; Job 1.21b
The coffin is led into the Cathedral by servers and clergy
in the following order:
The Thurifer
The Crucifer
The Master of Ceremonies
The Acolytes
The Very Reverend David Monteith, Dean of
Leicester
His Eminence Cardinal Vincent Nichols,Archbishop
of Westminster
The Right Reverend Tim Stevens, Bishop of Leicester
The coffin is followed by HRH The Duke of Gloucester
and a group of descendants of Peers of the Realm who
fought in the Wars of the Roses.
All remain standing as the Choir sings

Media vita
Media vita in morte sumus:
quem quaerimus adjutorem
nisi te Domine
qui pro peccatis nostris juste irasceris?
In the midst of life we are in death:
of whom may we seek for succour
but of thee, O Lord,
who for our sins art justly displeased?
John Sheppard (c.1515-1560)

All remain standing as the coffin is placed east of the
font and the Bishop of Leicester asperges it with
water from the font as a reminder of baptism.
Grant, Lord,
that we who are baptized into the death
of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
may continually put to death our evil desires
and be buried with him;
and that through the grave and gate of death
we may pass to our joyful resurrection;
through his merits,
who died and was buried and rose again for us,
thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

God our Father,
by raising Christ thy Son thou didst destroy the
power of death
and open for us the way to eternal life.
As we remember before thee our brother Richard,
we ask thy help for all who shall gather in his
memory.
Grant us the assurance of thy presence and grace,
by the Spirit thou hast given us,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All sit. A pall is placed over the coffin by HRH The Duke
of Gloucester and four descendants of Peers of the
Realm who fought in the Wars of the Roses.
We are already God’s children,
but what we shall be has not yet been revealed.
Yet we know that when Christ appears we shall be
like him,
for we shall see him as he is.

Philippa Langley

John Ashdown-Hill

The Last Days of Richard III

Dr. Phil Stone

Sir Peter Soulsby

The Very Reverend David Monteith

Rt. Revd.Tim Stevens

Prof. Sir Robert Burgess

Dr. Richard Buckley OBE

Dr. Jo Appleby

A copy of the Vulgate Bible from the 15th century is
placed on the coffin by the Reverend Canon Dr Stephen
Foster, Co-ordinating and Anglican Chaplain to the
University of Leicester.
Lord Jesus Christ,
thy living and enduring word bringeth us to new
birth.
Thy eternal promises to us and to Richard are
proclaimed in the Bible.

The processional cross is placed near the coffin.
Lord Jesus Christ,
for love of Richard and each one of us
thou didst bear our sins on the cross.

A crown is placed on the coffin by Emma Chamberlain,
1st Aylestone Brownies, accompanied by Emma Wigley,
Richard III Project Administrator and Brownie Leader.
Eternal Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of
heaven

that he might rule over all things as Lord and King:
keep thy people in the unity of the Spirit
and in the bond of peace,
and bring the whole created order to worship at his
feet;
who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

during which His Eminence Cardinal Vincent Nichols,
Archbishop of Westminster, censes the coffin.

Tallis’s Canon (CP14)
Thomas Tallis (c.1505-1585)
adapted in Ravenscroft’s Psalmes (1621)
Thomas Ken (1637-1711)

All sit as we prepare ourselves for the Night Prayer of the
Church, the Service of Compline.
+ The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a
perfect end.

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour:
whom resist, steadfast in the faith.
1 Peter 5.8,9
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to God.
+ Our help is in the name of the Lord

The Bishop of Leicester introduces a time of reflection.

May the almighty and merciful Lord
grant unto you pardon and remission of all your sins,
time for amendment of life,
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Ghost.
All remain seated as the Reverend Canon Johannes
Arens, Canon Precentor, and the Choir sing

O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.
All stand as the Service of Compline begins.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.
Plainsong

All remain standing to sing

Te lucis ante terminum
Choir:
Before the ending of the day,
Creator of the world we pray,
that with thy wonted favour thou
wouldst be our guard and keeper now.
Women and children’s voices:

All:

Te lucis ante terminum (NEH241i)
Mode viii
Latin, before 11th century
tr. J. M. Neale (1818-1866)

All sit. The Choir sings

‘De Profundis’ is one of the penitential psalms,
often sung at funerals or commemorations of the dead.
Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord :
Lord, hear my voice.
O let thine ears consider well : the voice of my
complaint.
If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done
amiss : O Lord, who may abide it?
For there is mercy with thee : therefore shalt thou
be feared.
I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for him : in his
word is my trust.
My soul fleeth unto the Lord : before the morning
watch, I say, before the morning watch.
O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is
mercy : and with him is plenteous redemption.
And he shall redeem Israel : from all his sins.
All stand for the Trinitarian Doxology:
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the
Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.
Plainsong
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen.
Plainsong

All sit. Jennifer, Lady Gretton, HM Lord-Lieutenant of
Leicestershire, reads

The reading is taken from the Book of Revelation.
The throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in the
holy city; and his servants shall serve him: and they
shall see his face; and his name shall be in their
foreheads.And there shall be no night there; and

they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the
Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for
ever and ever.
Thanks be to God.

All remain seated as, in response to the Scripture reading,
the Choir sings

In manus tuas, Domine, commendo spiritum meum;
redemisti nos, Domine, Deus veritatis.
Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit;
for thou hast redeemed us, O Lord,
thou God of truth.
Loyset Compère (c.1445-1518)
from O bone Jesu
Psalm 31.6

The Choir sings

accompanied by a thematically-connected plainsong
Antiphon.
The Song of Simeon (Nunc dimittis) is the Gospel
Canticle for the Service of Compline.
Antiphon:
Salva nos, Domine, vigilantes,

custodi nos dormientes:
ut vigilemus cum Christo,
et requiescamus in pace.
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping:
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep we may rest in peace.
Nunc dimittis servum tuum, Domine,
secundum verbum tuum in pace:
Quia viderunt oculi mei salutare tuum;
quod parasti ante faciem omnium populorum;
Lumen ad revelationem gentium,
et gloriam plebis tuae Israel.
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word:
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation;
which thou hast prepared before the face of all
people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Antiphon:
Salva nos, Domine, vigilantes,
custodi nos dormientes:
ut vigilemus cum Christo,
et requiescamus in pace.
Preserve us, O Lord, while waking,
and guard us while sleeping:
that awake we may watch with Christ
and asleep we may rest in peace.
William Byrd (c.1540-1623)
from Gradualia
Luke 2.29-32

The Canon Precentor and the Choir sing

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil. Amen.
Blessed art thou, Lord God of our fathers;
to be praised and glorified above all for ever.
Let us bless the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost;
let us praise him and magnify him for ever.
Blessed art thou, O Lord, in the firmament of
heaven;
to be praised and glorified above all for ever.
The almighty and most merciful Lord guard us and
give us his blessing.
Amen.
Wilt thou not turn again and quicken us;
that thy people may rejoice in thee?
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
and grant us thy salvation.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this night without
sin;
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, hear our prayer;
and let our cry come unto thee.
Let us pray.
O Lord Jesus Christ, son of the living God,
who at this evening hour didst rest in the
sepulchre,
and didst thereby sanctify the grave
to be a bed of hope to thy people:
make us so to abound in sorrow for our sins,
which were the cause of thy passion,
that when our bodies lie in the dust,
our souls may live with thee;
who livest and reignest with the Father and the

Holy Ghost,
one God, world without end.
Amen.
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;
and by thy great mercy defend us
from all perils and dangers of this night;
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus
Christ.
Amen.
Be present, O merciful God,
and protect us through the silent hours of this night,
so that we who are wearied
by the changes and chances of this fleeting world,
may repose upon thy eternal changelessness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Plainsong

All remain seated for

His Eminence Cardinal Vincent Nichols,Archbishop of
Westminster

Following the Sermon, the Archbishop leads

Under the surviving statutes of Middleham College,
founded by King Richard III in 1478,
this Collect was to have been said daily by the College
clergy, following Richard’s death.
O God, whose nature and property is ever to have
mercy and to forgive;
receive our humble petitions;
and though we be tied and bound with the chain of
our sins,
yet let the pitifulness of thy great mercy loose us;
for the honour of Jesus Christ, our Mediator and
Advocate.
All remain seated as the Choir sings

Take him, earth, for cherishing
Take him, earth, for cherishing,
to thy tender breast receive him.
Body of a man I bring thee,
noble even in its ruin.
Once was this a spirit’s dwelling,
by the breath of God created.
High the heart that here was beating,
Christ the prince of all its living.
Guard him well, the dead I give thee,
not unmindful of his creature
shall he ask it: he who made it
symbol of his mystery.
Comes the hour God hath appointed
to fulfill the hope of men,
then must thou, in very fashion,
what I give, return again.
Not though ancient time decaying
wear away these bones to sand,
ashes that a man might measure
in the hollow of his hand:
Not though wandering winds and idle
drifting through the empty sky,
scatter dust was nerve and sinew,

is it given to man to die.
Once again the shining road
leads to ample Paradise;
open are the woods again,
that the Serpent lost for men.
Take, O take him, mighty Leader,
take again thy servant’s soul.
Grave his name, and pour the fragrant
balm upon the icy stone.
Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
composed for the memorial service of John F. Kennedy
Prudentius (348-413)
from Hymnus circa Exsequias Defuncti
tr. Helen Waddell (1889-1965)

All remain seated as the Bishop leads

This Collect has been associated with the Service of
Compline since the 6th century.
Visit, we beseech thee, O Lord, this place,
and drive from it all the snares of the enemy;
let thy holy angels dwell here to guard us in peace;
and may thy blessing be upon us evermore;
through Jesus Christ, thy Son, our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee
in the unity of the Holy Ghost,
one God, world without end.

All stand for

The Conclusion
We will lay us down in peace and take our rest,

Abide with us, O Lord,

As the watchmen look for the morning,

Come with the dawning of the day

The Lord be with you

Let us bless the Lord.

The almighty and merciful Lord,
+ the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost,
bless us and preserve us.

All remain standing until the Cathedral Procession and
Civic Dignitaries have left the building.
During the Procession the Organist plays the following
Marian Antiphon:
Ave Regina Caelorum
Guy Weitz (1883-1970)
Hail, Queen of Heaven

